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Short Bios of the Paper Presenters, Commentators and Chairs 
 
 
 
Katherine Aalestad 
is Professor at the Department of History at the West Virginia University. Her main research 
interests are modern German and European history, especially gender in modern Europe 
since 1750 and north Germany during the revolutionary era. Her recent publications are: 
Place and Politics: Local Identity, Civic Culture, and German Nationalism in North Germany 
during the Revolutionary Era, (forthcoming), "Old Visions and New Vices: Republicanism and 
Civic Virtue in Hamburg's Print Culture, 1790-1810" in Patriotism, Cosmopolitanism, and 
National Culture: Public Culture in Hamburg, 1700-1933, ed. Peter Uwe Hohendahl 
(Amsterdam, 2003), 143-165. 
 
 
Richard Bessel 
has been Professor of Twentieth-Century History at the University of York since 1998. 
Previously he taught at the Open University, Queen Mary College (University of London) and 
at the University of Southampton. He also has held guest professorships at the University of 
Bielefeld and the University of Freiburg. From 1993 to 2003 he was Co-Editor of the journal 
German History. His main fields of research are the social and political history of modern 
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Germany, the aftermath of the two world wars and the history of policing. He is also a 
member of the project board of the project "Nations, Border, Identities. The Revolutionary 
and Napoleonic Wars in European Experiences", funded by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council. He currently is working on a study of Germany in 1945. His publications 
include: Life after Death: Approaches to a Cultural and Social History of Europe during the 
1940s and 1950s (Cambridge, 2003); Nazism and War (London/New York, 2004). 
 
 
Tim Blanning 
is Professor of Modern European History at the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of 
Sidney Sussex College and has been a Fellow of the British Academy since 1990. His 
research interests are focused on the history of continental Europe in the period 1660-1914. 
His early work concentrated on the Holy Roman Empire and the Habsburg Monarchy during 
the eighteenth century and he retains a strong interest in this area. During the 1980s and 
1990s his focus moved westwards to France during the Revolution, especially to its foreign 
policy and its interaction with the rest of Europe. He is also the general editor of The Oxford 
History of Modern Europe and of The Short Oxford History of Europe, editing personally the 
volumes on the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in the latter series. His recent 
publications are: The culture of power and the power of culture: old regime Europe 1660-1789 
(Oxford, 2003), Reform in Great Britain and Germany, ed. with Peter Wende (Oxford, 1999), 
The Oxford History of Modern Europe (Oxford, 2000). 
 
 
John Cookson 
is Professor in the School of History at the University of Canterbury. He is a specialist in late 
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century British history. He teaches early modern European 
history, with a special interest in war and society.  He is researching in British (including 
Scottish and Irish) 18th and 19th century history. His special interests are religious history, 
war and society history. At present his main interest is in military pensioners after 1815, and 
in Scotland’s military tradition. His recent publications include: Southern Capital: 
Christchurch. Towards a City Biography 1850-2000, ed. wth Graeme Dunstall (Canterbury, 
2000), “The Edinburgh and Glasgow Duke of Wellington Statues: Early Nineteenth Century 
Unionist Nationalism as a Tory Project” in Scottish Historical Review, vol. 78, no. 1 (Apr. 
2004), 23-40, “Service Without Politics? Army, Militia and Volunteers During the American 
and French Revolutionary Wars” in War in History, vol. 10, no. 4 (2003), 381-97, The British 
Armed Nation, 1793-1815 (Oxford, 1997). 
 
 
Jaroslaw Czubaty 
is Lecturer at the University of Warsaw since 1986. His main field of interests is the history of 
Poland 1788-1830, in particular the Napoleon Era in Poland. His researches are focused 
primarily on the development of political mentalities and political ideas. His recent 
publications are:  Wodzowie i politycy. Generalicja polska 1806-1815 (Warsaw, 1994), Rosja 
i swiat. Wyobraznia polityczna elity wladzy imperium rosyjskiego w poczatkach XIX w. 
(Warsaw, 1997), „Progress and violence in the political reality; the case of political 
imagination of the elite of the Russian empire at the turn of the XVIIIth cent” in: Progres et 
violence au XVIIIe siecle, ed. Valerie Cossy and Deidre Dawson (Paris, 2001), and Zasada 
"dwóch sumien". Normy postepowania i granice kompromisu politycznego Polakow w 
sytuacjach wyboru (1795-1815) (Warsaw, 2005). 
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Jörg Echternkamp 
has been Research Fellow at the Military History Research Institute (MGFA), Potsdam, since 
1997, since 2004/5 he is Research Assistant of the MGFA’s Research Director and working 
on the role of WW II in the political und military culture of post war Germany. His research 
interests include the history of nationalism, military history and historiography with an 
emphasis on social and cultural history. His publications include: Der Aufstieg des deutschen 
Nationalismus 1770-1845 (Frankfurt/Main, 1998), Nach dem Krieg 1945-1949 (Zürich, 2003), 
Kriegsschauplatz Deutschland 1945. Leben in der Angst, Hoffnung auf den Frieden. Feldpost 
aus der Heimat und von der Front (Paderborn, 2005), Die Politik der Nation 1750-1950. 
Deutscher Nationalismus in Krieg und Krisen ed. with S.O. Müller, (Beiträge zur 
Militärgeschichte, Bd. 56), (Munich, 2003) and most recently Die Deutsche 
Kriegsgesellschaft 1939-1945, ed., 2 vols. (Munich 2004/5, engl. forthcoming 2006/7). 
 
 
Clive Emsley 
has been Visiting Professor at the University of Paris VIII (Vincennes-St. Denis) (1983-1984) 
and at the University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada (1988 and 1990). He was elected president 
of the International Association for the History of Crime and Criminal Justice in 1995 and has 
continued in the post ever since. From October to November 2003 he was Visiting Professor 
at the University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand and from September to 
December 2004, Visiting Research Fellow at the Humanities Research Centre at the 
Australian University, Canberra. He has maintained a research interest in the revolutionary 
and Napoleonic period but since the early 1980s his work has focused primarily on the 
history of crime and policing. His recent publications are: Britain and the French Revolution 
(Harlow, 2000), Napoleon: Conquest, Reform and Reorganisation (Harlow, 2003), Hard Men: 
Violence in England since 1750 (London/New York, 2005). 
 
 
Alan Forrest 
is Professor of Modern History and Director of the Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies in 
York. He works on modern French history, especially on the period of the French Revolution 
and Empire, and on the history of modern warfare. He serves on the editorial boards of 
“French History” and “War in History”, and is a member of the advisory committee for 
“Annales historiques de la Revolution Francaise”. He is a member of the project board of the 
project “Nations, Borders, Identities. The Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars in European 
Experiences”, funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council. His main research 
interests are the French Revolutionary period and especially the social history of the 
Revolution. He is interested in the political culture of Revolutionary France, and in the 
concept of citizenship. His recent publications: Napoleon's Men: The Soldiers of the 
Revolution and Empire (London, 2002), Paris, the Provinces and the French Revolution 
(London, 2004). 
 
 
Etienne François 
has been Professor of History at the University of Nancy and at the University of Paris 
(Panthéon-Sorbonne). He was Fellow at the “Wissenschaftskolleg Berlin” and founding 
director of the “Centre Marc Bloch” in Berlin. Since 1999 he is Director of the Centre for 
French Studies and Professor of History at the Technical University of Berlin. He is a 
member of the project board of the project “Nations, Borders, Identities. The Revolutionary 
and Napoleonic Wars in European Comparison”, funded by the German Research 
Foundation. He is interested in French, German, German-French and European History in 
Comparison, Transfer and Memory. His recent publications are: Deutsche Erinnerungsorte, 
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ed. with Hagen Schulze, 3 vol. (Munich, 2001), Die unsichtbare Grenze. Protestanten und 
Katholiken in Augsburg 1648-1806 (Sigmaringen, 1991), 1968 – Ein europäisches Jahr?, ed. 
with Matthias Midell (Leipzig, 1997), Nation und Emotion. Deutschland und Frankreich im 
Vergleich. 19. und 20. Jahrhundert, ed. with Hannes Siegrist and Jacob Vogel (Göttingen, 
1995). 
 
 
Karen Hagemann 
has been James Kenan III Distinguished Professor of History at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill since 2005. Her research in Modern German and European history 
and Women's and Gender history (18th to 20th centuries) focuses on a gendered cultural 
history of the military, war and the nation, the history of masculinity and citizenship, and on a 
comparative gender history of welfare and education systems. She is director of the project 
“Nations, Borders, Identities. The Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars in European 
Comparison”, funded by the German Research Foundation and a member of the project 
board of the project “Nations, Borders, Identities. The Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars in 
European Experiences”, funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council. Her most 
recent publications are: Mannlicher Muth und Teutsche Ehre. Nation, Krieg und Geschlecht 
in der Zeit der Antinapoleonischen Kriege Preußens (Paderborn, 2002), Masculinity in 
Politics and War. Gendering Modern History, ed. with Stefan Dudink and John Tosh 
(Manchester/New York, 2004), Frieden - Gewalt - Geschlecht. Friedens- und 
Konfliktforschung als Geschlechterforschung, ed. with Jennifer Davy and Ute Kätzel (Essen, 
2005). 
 
 
Janet Hartley 
is Professor of International History at the London School of Economics. Her main fields of 
interest are Russian history in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century, including social, 
cultural, legal, institutional, and diplomatic history. Recently she completed a study of 
Charles Whitworth, an English diplomat in Russia and other European Countries in the first 
quarter of the eighteenth century. Currently she is writing a study of the impact of warfare on 
the state and the society in Russia in the period 1762 to 1825. Professor Harley has got wide 
experiences in Russian and Soviet archives materials. Her publications include: Britain and 
Russia in the Age of Peter the Great, ed. with M. Anderson (London, 1998); A Social History 
of the Russian Empire 1650-1825 (London/New York, 1999), Charles Whitworth: Diplomat in 
the Age of Peter the Great (Ashgate, 2002). 
 
 
Holger Hoock 
has been British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow and thought at the Department of History at 
the Selwyn College is a College of the University of Cambridge. Currently he is Lecturer in 
British Cultural History at the University of Liverpool. His main field of interest is British 
cultural and political history in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in European 
context. More specifically, he is interested in the role of politics and political institutions as 
agents and sites of cultural change, and the intersections of the history of the artistic 
professions, national cultural institutions, cultural patriotism, and the forging of the cultural 
state. He advises the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, on the exhibition Nelson and 
Napoléon. His recent publications include: The King's Artists. The Royal Academy of Arts 
and the Politics of British Culture, 1760-1840 (Oxford, 2003), “Reforming Culture: National 
Art Institutions in the Age of Reform”, in Rethinking the Age of Reform: Britain 1780-1850, 
ed. by A. Burns and J. Innes (Cambridge, 2003), 254-70. 
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David Hopkin 
is Lecturer at the Hertford College at the University of Oxford. His main fields of interest are 
Britain and Europe in the Eighteen Century and Modern Britain and Europe. He is currently 
on AHRC funded leave, finishing a book on oral culture. He teaches on revolutionary Europe, 
rural societies, popular culture (visual as well as oral) and historical anthropology. He is also 
interested in the history of Europe’s regions, having written specifically about Lorraine and 
Brittany, and the interaction between society and disciplined institutions such as the army 
and the navy. His recent publications are: Soldier and Peasant in French Popular Culture, 
1766-1870 (Woodbridge/New York, 2002), “Storytelling, Fairytales and Autobiography: Some 
Observations on Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century French Soldiers' and Sailors' Memoirs” 
in Social History 29/2 (2004), 188-198, “Female Soldiers and the Battle of the Sexes in 
France: The Mobilisation of a Folk Motif” in History Workshop, Journal 56 (2003), 78-104. 
 
 
Johan Joor 
is Lecturer at the University of Amsterdam. He is specialized on the history of the Napoleonic 
period in Holland. His thesis ‘De Adelaar en het Lam’ (‘The Eagle and the Lamb’) was widely 
reviewed and well received. He worked until recently part-time at the University of 
Amsterdam but is at the moment full-time working as an independent scholar and free-lance 
historian. His recent work concerns a wide range of historical topics from the Seventeenth 
until the Twentieth Century. He continues to study the Napoleonic period and did recently 
some preliminary research for an investigation into the Continental System. His publications 
include: "Les Pays-bas contre l’impérialisme napoléonien: les soulèvements anti-français 
entre 1806 et 1813" in Annales Historiques de la Révolution Française, 326, Numéro 
326.AHRF. 
 
 
Claudia Kraft 
is Professor for East European History at the University of Erfurt. Her main fields of research 
are the history of East Midell Europe, especially Polish history since the 18th century and the 
development of Polish law. She is interested on history of forced migration in the 20th 
century, on culture history in European comparison and gender studies. Her recent 
publications are: Europa im Blick der polnischen Juristen: Rechtsordnung und juristische 
Profession in Polen im Spannungsfeld zwischen Nation und Europa 1918 - 
1939 (Frankfurt/Main, 2002), „Recollecting Expulsion - Locating German Refugees in Polish 
and Czech Memories” in Restitution and Memory. Historical Remembrance and Material 
Restoration in Europe, ed. Dan Diner (forthcoming Oxford/New York 2005). 
 
 
Ruth Leiserowitz 
is Research Fellow at the Berlin School for European Comparative History at the Free 
University of Berlin and a member of the project “Nation, Borders, Identities. The 
revolutionary and Napoleonic wars in European memories”, funded by the German Research 
Foundation. She is working on a research project on Polish and Russian memories of the 
Napoleonic Wars. Her main fields of research are Modern and Contemporary History, 
European History, especially Baltic, Polish, and Russian history, cultural and social history as 
well as Jewish history. Her most recent publications: Memellandbuch. Fünf Jahrzehnte 
Nachkriegsgeschichte (Berlin, 2002), “Rekonstruktion von Identität und Imagination. Neue 
jüdische Gemeinden in Klaipeda und Kaliningrad“ in Der Ort des Judentums in der 
Gegenwart, ed. Hiltrud Wallenborn (Berlin, 2004), 47-62. 
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Patricia Lin 
has been Assistant Professor at the History Department in the University of San Francisco 
from 1999 to 2001. Since 2004 she is lecturer at the University of California Berkeley. Her 
main research interests are gender, war and state as well as race, religion and the Asian-
American Jewish Experience. Her recent publications include: A Community of Many 
Colours: Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the American Jewish Community, ed. with Gary and 
Diane Tobin (2003), “Parenting the ‘Nation’s Children’: the Royal Military Asylum and the 
British State’s Care for Soldier’s Children during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic 
Wars”  in The Journal of Family History, special issue on War and Families in Early Modern  
Europe (forthcoming, 2006) and "Citizenship, Military Families and the Creation of a New 
Definition of 'Deserving Poor' in Britain, 1793-1815" in Social Politics: International Studies in 
Gender, State and Society, 7/1 (Spring 2000), 5-46. 
 
 
Kevin Linch 
is Teaching Fellow at the School of History at the University of Leeds. His main field of 
research is Britain during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. Especially he is 
interested in the effects of government, in the interaction between the military, government, 
and society during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries in Europe. His recent 
publications: “A Geography of Loyalism? The Local Military Forces of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, 1794-1814” in War & Society, 19 (May 2001), Recruiting the British Army 1807-
1815 (Leeds, 2001). 
 
 
Emma Macleod 
is a graduate of the University of Edinburgh. She joined the Department of History at the 
University of Stirling in February 1996, having previously taught at Edinburgh University. 
Currently she is Lecturer at the Department of History at the University of Stirling. Her main 
research interests are in eighteenth-century political and religious ideology in Britain. Her 
recent publications include several articles on aspects of the British war against revolutionary 
France and A War of Ideas. British Attitudes to the Wars against Revolutionary France 1792-
1802 (Aldershot, 1998). 
 
 
Laurence Montroussier 
has been teaching for five years at the University of Montpellier. Currently she is working as 
a teacher in a secondary school near Lyon. Her recent research interests are the French and 
English military memories of the Napoleonic Wars in Comparison. Her PhD was on military 
command and ethics in the 19th century: The sense of duty in memoirs of French army 
officers, 1799-1848. A short version was published in 2004 under the title: Ethique et 
commandement. 
 
 
Natalie Petiteau 
has been Professor of Contemporary History at the University of Poitiers. Since September 
2000 she is editor of the calendar website of social science www.revue.org/calenda. 
Currently she is Professor of History at the University of Avignon. Her main research 
interests are the history of the 19th century and especially the Napoleonic Period. Her recent 
publications are: Elites et mobilités: la noblesse d´empire au XIX siècle (Paris, 1997), 
Lendemain d´Empire: Les soldats de Napoléon dans la France du XIX. Siècle (Paris, 2003), 
Les Français e l´Empire de Napoléon (forthcoming 2005). 
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Ute Planert 
is Lecturer at the History Department at the University of Tübingen. Her main fields of 
research are culture and social history from the eighteenth to the twentieth century, the 
history of Germany and Europe, researches on nation and nationalism, history of eugenics, 
theoretical and methodological approaches, history of experiences and gender studies. Her 
recent publications are: Leben mit dem Krieg. Baden, Württemberg und Bayern zwischen 
Französischer Revolution und Wiener Kongreß (Tübingen, 2003), Antifeminismus im 
Kaiserreich. Diskurs, soziale Formation und politische Mentalität (Kritische Studien zur 
Geschichtswissenschaft vol. 124), (Göttingen, 1998), Nation, Geschlecht und Politik. 
Frauenbewegungen und Nationalismus in der Moderne, ed. (Frankfurt/Main 2000), 
Geschichte der Eugenik (forthcoming). 
 
 
Jane Rendall  
is Honorary Fellow in the History Department and the Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies 
at the University of York. She is interested in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British and 
comparative women's history, and particularly in Scottish women’s history. She is currently 
working on the legacy of the Scottish Enlightenment to late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-
century Scottish women. He is a member of the project board of the project “Nations, 
Borders, Identities. The Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars in European Experiences”, 
funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council. Her publications include: The Origins 
of Modern Feminism (Basingstoke, 1985), Women in an Industrializing Society: England 
1750-1880 (Oxford, 1990) and Defining the Victorian Nation, ed. with Catherine Hall and 
Keith McClelland (Cambridge, 2000). Her most recently publication is: Eighteenth-Century 
York: Culture, Space and Society, ed. with Mark Hallett (York, 2003). 
 
 
Michael Rowe 
is Lecturer in Modern European History. His research interests are focused on Continental 
Europe in the era spanning the French Revolution and Napoleon (c.1780-1830). His 
particular geographical area of expertise is German-speaking Europe, with a secondary 
interest in France. Thematically, he has ranged widely, looking in particular at modernisation 
and state/nation building, and matters associated with these broad processes: administrative 
structures, propaganda, the formation of identities, concepts of citizenship, centre-periphery 
conflicts, the role of military conscription in integrating new populations, to name some of the 
more important. Michael Rowe is currently working on a history of German-speaking Europe 
in the Revolutionary and Napoleonic eras. His recent publications: “Resistance, Collaboration 
or Third Way? Responses to Napoleonic Rule in Germany” in Popular Resistance in the 
French Wars. Patriots, Partisans and Land Pirates, ed. Charles J. Esdaile (Basingstoke, 
2005), 67-90, From Reich to State: the Rhineland in the Revolutionary Age, 1780-1830 
(Cambridge, 2003), State-formation and resistance in Napoleonic Europe, c. 1800-1815, ed. 
(Basingstoke, 2003). 
 
 
Hagen Schulze 
has been Professor of Modern German and European History at the Free University in 
Berlin. Since September 2000 he is director of the German Historical Institute in London. His 
main fields of research are nation-building and nationalism in Europe, collective perceptions 
of political and cultural symbols in European comparison and German and European History, 
primarily from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries. His most recent publications are: Die 
Wiederkehr Europas (Berlin, 1990), The Course of German Nationalism: From Frederick the 
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Great to Bismarck, 1763-1867 (Cambridge, 1991), Staat und Nation in der europäischen 
Geschichte (Munich, 1994), Engl. trans. States, Nations and Nationalism: From the Middle 
Ages to the Present (Oxford, 1996), Phönix Europa. Die Moderne seit 1740 (Siedler 
Geschichte Europas, 4) (Berlin, 1998), Deutsche Erinnerungsorte, 3 vols. ed. with Etienne 
François (Munich, 2001). 
 
 
Dennis Showalter 
has been assistant Professor at the Colorado College and has held guest professorships at 
the US Air Force Academy, at the Marine Corps University and at the US Military Academy. 
He has been president of the Society of Military History, he is the editor of War and History, 
and member of diverse editorial advisory boards of journals and book series. Currently he is 
Professor of History at the University of Colorado. His main fields of research are operational 
analysis and military history. He is also interested in terrorism. His most recent publications 
include: Soldiers in Germany 1648-2000 (Harvard, forthcoming), The Wars of German 
Unification (London, 2004), The Wars of Frederick the Great (London, 1996), Tannenberg: 
The Clash of Empires (Hamden, 1991). 
 
 
Brendan Simms 
is Official Fellow in the Centre of International Studies at the University of Cambridge. He is 
co-editor of “Crises in World Politics” a new series published by Hurst in conjunction with the 
Centre for International Studies Cambridge. He is currently working on a study of the 
Personal Union between Great Britain and Hanover. His publications include: The impact of 
Napoleon. Prussian high politics, foreign policy and the crisis of the executive, 1797-1806 
(Cambridge, 1997), The struggle for mastery in Germany, 1780-1850 (Basingstoke, 1998), 
Unfinest hour. Britain and the destruction of Bosnia (London, 2001), (Bosnian and Serbian 
Edition: Nasramniji Trenutak. Britanija i unistavanje Bosne (Sarajevo, 2003), and various 
articles on German, British, Irish and international history. 
 
 
Peter Wilson 
is Professor of Early Modern History at the University of Sunderland. He teaches European 
history and is responsible for postgraduate history research. Wilson is a specialist in German 
history and military-civil relations in early modern Europe. His main fields of interest are 
Diplomatic History and International Affairs, Military History, Political and European History 
and Studies. His recent publications are: War, State and Society in Württemberg 
(Cambridge, 1995), German Armies: War and German Politics 1648-1806 (London,1998), 
The Holy Roman Empire 1495-1806 (Basingstoke, 1999), Absolutism in Central Europe 
(London/New York, 2000), From Reich to Revolution. German History 1558-1806 
(Basingstoke, 2004). 


